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| | Wherefore ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of W itneſſes, | - 
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ſies of Religion, is certainly inconſiſtent with 

the Spirit and Principles of the Reformation. 

We cannot expreſs our diſlike of it better than 
in the Words of the Helvetick Confeſſion, Chap. 2. where 
thoſe excellent Churches ſay, They cannot endure in Con- 
© troverſies of Religion, or Points of Faith, to be urg'd 
* with bare Sentences from the Fathers, or Determinations 
of Councils, much leſs with received Cuſtoms, the num- 
ber of thoſe who approve them, or the Preſcription of 
time. Therefore they will admit of no other pal in 
Matters of Faith but God himſelf, pronouncing in the 
Holy Scriptures what is true, what is falſe, what is to 
* be follow'd, and what is to be avoided, ſo that they ac- 
© quieſce in nothing but the Judgment of Spiritual Men 
* tounded on the Word of God. : 

Wou'd our Brethren, who compaſs Sea and Land to ob- 
tain Humane Teſtimonies againſt us, ſubmit to this Apoſto- 
lical Rule, the Controverſies betwixt us might be more eaſi- 
ly determin'd to our mutual Satisfaction, for they have 
been frequently told, that in Matters of Faith and Practice, 
wherein the unerring Word of God is to be our udge at the 
laſt day, we can call no Man or Society of Men Ma- 

ers. 7 3 4 | | F 
But fince they will appeal to Humane Teſtimonies, and 
ſollicite for ſuch againſt us, we cannot be blam'd for an- 
ſwering them at their own Weapons, and with ſuch too, as 


T depend on Humane Teſtimonies in Controver- 
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are as much preferable and better try d then thoſe they have 
of late thought fit to make uſe of againſt us, as the delibe- 
rate and conſtant Judgment of Foreign Proteſtant Churches 
in their reſpective Confeſſions, without reſpe& to the pre- 
{ent Controverhe, are preferable to the Opinions of parti- 
cular Men, or Sets of Men, obtain'd by thoſe who have ſo 
much the Advantage of us as to worldly Grandeur, and the 
Countenance of Civil Authority. Befides the other Advan- 
tage they have taken againſt us, of repreſenting the Caſe on- 
ly in their own Favoyr, without calling upon us at the fame 
time to repreſent our ſide of the Cafe ro thoſe whoſe Jude- 
ments they produce againſt us, and pubiiſh ro the World 
with ſo much Pomp. - | 
We ſhall therefore in the firſt place give the Judgment of 
Foreign Churches as to Epiſcopacy, or rather Prelacy, one of 
the grand Subjects of Debate betwixt us. : 
The Helverick Churches in the 18th Chapter of their 
_ Confeſſion expreſs themſelves as to Prelacy thus. 
* There is given to all Miniſters of the Church one, 
and an equal Power or Function. Certainly from the be- 
inning Biſhops or Presbyters govern'd the Church in 
common: None preferr'd himfelf to another, or uſurp'd 
a greater Power or Dominion over his Fellow Biſhops, 
being mindful of our Saviour's Words, He rhat would be 
firſt among you, let him be your Servant; they kept within 
© the Bounds of Humility, and murually aſſiſted one ano- 
ther in governing and p eſerving the Church. In the mean 
time, for preſerving of Order, one of the Miniſters call'd 
together the Aſſembly, propos'd the things to be conſulted 
on, took the Votes of the reſt, and did his utmoſt to 
prevent Contufion ; fo we read St. Peter did in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, yet he was not for that ſer over the relt, 
or indued with a greater Power. For Cyprian, the Mar- 
tyr, de fimplicate Clericorum, ſaid very right, The reft of 
* the Apoſtles were the ſame as Peter, and indu'd with Wqual 
Honour and Power : But the beginning proceeds from Uni- 
ty, that the Church may be demonſtrated to be one. St. Fe- 
rome ſays much the ſame in his Commentaries on Paul's 
* Epiſtle to Titus, viz. Before that by the inſtind of the ow. | 
| 7 _ - Dt 
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vil there were Diviſions or Parties in Religion, the 
© Churches were govern'd by. the Common Council of Presby- 
ters, but aſter every one thought that thoſe be baptia 
« were his own and not Chriſts, it was decreed that one 


© eletted from among the Presbyters fhould be ſet over the 


* 


reft, to whom the Care of the Church ſhould belong, that the 
Seeds of Schiſms might be taken away. But Ferome does not 
give out this as a Divine Decree, tor he preſently ſubjoins, 2. 
 Presbyters are to know that they are ſubjeited to him, who 
ts ſet over them by the Cuftom of the Church, fo Biſhops 
muſt know that they are greater than Presbyters, rather by 
the Cuſtom of the Church than by our Saviour Apointment, 
and that they oaght to govern the Church in common. $9 
tar he, theretore no Man can lawfully forbid us to return 
to the ancient Conſtitution of the Church, and to prefer 
it to Humane Cuſtom. 

The next is the Conteſhon of the French Church Article 
29. wherein they expreſs themſelves thus, * We believe 
that the Church ought to be govern'd by that Policy and 
Diſcipline which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has eſtabliſh'd, to 
wit, that there be in the ſame Paſtors, Presby ters or Elders, 
and Deacons, that the Purity of Doctrine may be pre- 
ſerv'd, Vices reſtrain'd, the Poor and other afflicted Peo- 
ple may be taken Care of, as occaſion requires; and that 
Aſſemblies may be kept for the Edification of ſmall and 
great, Aﬀs 6.4. Epb. 4. 11. 1 IIa. 3. 1. Tit. 1.5. 
Article 30. We believe all true Paſtors wherever they 
are, to be indu'd with the fame and equal Power among 
themſelves under that one only Head, and chief and only 
univerſal Biſhop Jeſus Chrift ; and therefore that it is not 
lawful for any Church to claim a Power or Dominion over 
another, Matth. 20. 26. & 18. 2. 2 Cor. 2. 27, 1 Pet. 


— 


The Churches of Belgia, or the Netherlands, in their 
Confeſſion® Article 30. expreſs themſelves thus, We be- 
* lieve the true Church ought to be govern'd by that Spiri- 
* tual Policy which God himſelf has taught in his Word; 
* ſo that there be in it Paſtors and Miniſters who preach the 
* Word and adminiſter the Sacraments in Purity. . 
e there 


A 
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there be alſo Elders and Deacons to conſtitute an Eccleſi- 
aſtical Synod, that by thoſe Means true Religion may be 
preſerv'd, and the true Doctrine every where retained and 
propagated, that Men given to Vices may have Spiritual 
Reproof, in order to a Reformation, and be reſtrain d by 
a curb of Diſcipline, that the Poor and Afflicted may have 
Help and Conſolation, according as their Neceſſity re- 
quires; for then all things will be done well and in order 
in the Church, when faithful and godly Men are choſen 
to govern the ſame according to the Appointment of St. 
. I. 1. TE 

Article 31. We believe that Miniſters, Elders and Dea- 
cons, ought to be called to their Functions, and promo- 
ted by the lawful Election of the Church, by the ſerious 
Invocation of God, and in that order and manner pre- 
{crib'd to us in the Word of God. But chiefly every one 
ought to beware that they thruſt not themſelves by un- 
lawful Means into thoſe Offices, for they muſt all wait 
till they be called by God himſelf, that they may have a 
certain Teſtimony of their Vocation, and know that it is 
from the Lord. But wherever there are Miniſters of God's 
Word, they have all the ſame and an equal Power and Au- 
thority, as being all the Miniſters of Chriſt, the only uni- 
verſal Biſhop and Head of the Church. Moreover that 
this Holy Ordinance of God may not be violated or fall in- 
to Contempt, all Men ought to have an honourable Opi- 
nion of the Miniſters of the Word, and Elders of the 
Church, for the ſake of their Office, ought to maintain 
Peace with them, and as much as can be to abſtain from 
Contentions and Quarrels. 5 | 7 

"Tis alſo to be obſerved, that in the Harmony of Confeſ- 
ſions we find nothing like our Engliſh Prelates in any of the 
Foreign Proteſtant Churches, in ſome of which the Clergy 
have no higher Title aſſign'd them but that of Miniſters of 
the Word, who, as appears above, were all of equal Power 
and Authority. In others indeed we find Super-attendants 
and Super-intendants, the Word being uſed promiſcuouſly to 
denote ſuch as had the Care of the Churches in their ſeve- 
ral Diſtriets committed to them, but that they om 
| | thing 
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thing like our Biſhops, nor look'd upon as an Order ſuperior 
to that of Presbyters, is evident; for they were ſo far from 
being allow'd any Preference or Dominion over their Bre- 
thren, that in the Acts of the General Synod or Aſſembly of 
the Churches of Poland at Cracow, in 1573. the Miniſters 
are mention before the Super-attendants : But to make it 
plain to a Demonſtration, that they were nothing like our 
Engliſh Biſhops, we ſhall give an Account of their Office, 
Power, and Way of Election, from the Acts of the Synod 
of Xanſen in Poland, as we find it in the Poloniæ Conſenſus 
in the Harmony of Confeſſions. „ 

In every Diſtrict there is to be choſen from among the 
Miniſters, to be a Super. attendant or Spiritual Elder, ſuch 
an one as is fit for the Office; and he is to-be Elected in the 
Synod of the Diſtrict by the Miniſters and Elders, and if 
poſſible, the Super- attendant of the Neighbouring Diſtrict is 
to preſide at his Inauguration. = | 
His Office was to perform the Miniſterial Function to a 
fixed Flock, and to Educate a Catechiſt at the Charge of 
the Patrons of the Diſtrict, and this Catechiſt was to apply 
himſelf carefully to the Office of the Miniſtry, and to 
Preach to the People, when the Super-attendant was abroad 
viſiting the Churches or attending Synods. 2. The Super- 
attendant was to ſettle Miniſters where it was neceſſary, in 
the Towns and Villages of his Diſtrict, but with the Con- 
| ſent and Aſſiſtance of the Elders, as we find by the Conclu- 
fon of the Synod of Detrico in the Polonia Conſenſus. 
3. He was to vifit the Miniſters and their Flocks once a 
Year at leaſt, having with him one or two Secular Elders 
or Deacons. 4. He was to execute his Office with utmoſt 
Diligence, to prevent the Churches being infected and di- 
ſturbed by Teachers of falſe and heretical Doctrine. 5. 
When he was call'd to Synods of other Diſtricts, he was to 
attend at the Charge of his own Diſtrict. 6. He was to 
call and direct Synods in his own Dioceſs at ſtated times, 
for neceſſary Cauſes. 7. He was to receive Complaints if 
any ſhould happen among the Brethren; and after having 
heard both ſides, to determine and reconcile them by the Ad- 
vice of the Elders in their Conſiſtory, without infringing 

upon 


6 
upon the Laws. 8. He was to take care of the Catechiſts 
and young Men of good Parts, who might be fit for the 
Miniſtry. 9. He was to receive Letters from other Church- 
es, or from any other Perſons ſent to the Churches of his 
Diſtrict, and to anſwer them by the Advice of the Elders, 


eſpecially of the Miniſters and other Brethren in difficult 


Caſes. 10. He was to continue in his Office from one Sy- 
nod to another, and was to be continued, or another choſen 
in his Place, as the Synod thought fit. . | 

 Here'”tis fit to obſerve, that the Church of Scotland ſoon 
after the Reformation, made uſe of ſuch Super-intend2nts, 
not that they thought *em of Divine Inſtitution, or neceiſary 
to be always continued, but becauſe they were forc'd ro 
it at that time; becauſe if all Miniſters had been oblig'd to 
reſide conſtantly wich their Flocks, the greateſt part of the 
Kingdom would have been deſtitute of the Preaching of 
che Word, Miniſters at that time were ſo ſcarce; therefore 
they ſelected Ten or Twelve to Preach and Plant Churches 


committed to their Charge: Their Form of Ordination 


was the ſame with that of other Miniſters in all reſpects, 


and they were anſwerable to the Synods and Aſſemblies for 


their Behaviour, and to be continu'd or alter'd as they 
thought fit, as may be ſeen in Cu/derwood*s Hiſtory of the 
Church of Scotland, pag. 26, 27. and Knox's Hiſtory of the 
Reformation, where the Form and Order of the Election of 
the Super-intendants, and ail other Miniſters, is ſer down ar 


large, pag. 284. London Edit. 1644. But the Church of 


Scotland finding afterwards that the Court made uſe of thoſe 
Super intendants as a Step to reintroduce Prelacy, they laid 
them aſide. And on this Occaſion, 'tis proper to take no- 


tice of Bcza's Opinion concerning Biſhops, in his Letter from 


Geneva the 12th of April 1572. to Mr, Knox, who had in- 
formed him that the Court defign'd to bring in Bithops. 
My dear Krex., (lays he) I would have you and the other 
* Brethren to remember what is before your Eyes: As Bi- 
* ſhops brought forth the Papacy, fo fal fe Biſhops, the Re- 
* licts of Popery, thall bring in Epicuriſm into the World. 
Let ſuch as deſire the Good and Safety of che Church take 
* heed of this Peſtilence; and ſince ye have pur that Plague 

: . to 
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© petually preſerve that 
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to flight betimes, I heartily beſtech you never to ad mi t it 
„ 


- ee Unity, which Fietence deceiv'd the Antient Fa- 


in, though it ſerm plaufible, under the Pretence of 


© thers, and even many of the beſt of them. This is ſtill to 
be ſeen among his Epiſtles. bw, | 

To this we ſhall ſubjoin the Opinion of foreign Churches 
concerning the Diſcipline of the Church of Scotland, 


 whith has of late been fo much decry d by Tome Men. 
At is that Church! rare Privilege for which ſhe is pre- 
ferable to moſt, and on which Account her Name has been 


famous among Foreigners, that for about 54 Years ſhe has 
« retain'd and preſerv'd Unity, with the Purity of Doctrine, 
without Schiſm or Hereſy. The greateſt ſupport of this 
Unity, by the Mercy of God, was, that by degrees, toge- 


ther with the Doctrine, the Diſcipline of Chriſt and of 


the Apoſtles, was receiv'd as preſcribd by the Word of 
God; and the whole Eccleſiaſtical Government, was, as far 
as poſſible, adminiſtred according to ir. By this Means 
all the Seeds of Schiſms and Errors, aſſoon as they begun 
to ſpring up, were ſtifled in the Birth, and extirpated. 
© God of his infinite Goudneſs grant that his moſt Serene 
« Majeſty, and all Governors of Churches, and Magiſtrates, 
* who ought to be —_—— to the Church, may per- 
nity and Purity of Doctrine. 
Harmony of Confeſſions, pag. 6. Edit. Genev. 16 12. 
The Bohemian Confeſſion Article 9. is againſt all Domi- 


nion of Miniſters over the Church, for which they quote 
that of Matth. 20. 25, 26. Iau #now that the Princes of the 


Gentiiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they that are 
great exerciſe Dominion upon them, but it ſhall not be ſo 
amon g you; but whoſoever. will be great among you let him 
be your Miniſter. And that of St. Peter, Not as Lords 
over God's Heritage, but as Examples tothe Flock, 1 Pet. 5. 3. 
And that of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 1. 24. Not that we haue Domi- 
nion over your Faith, but are Helpers of your Foy. In that 


fame Article thoſe good old Reformers declare againft Mi- 


niltes s employing themſelves in Secular Affairs, and are fo 


far f rom thinking the Power of Ordination to be lodg'd 
only „ or chiefly in the Hands IN that they order 


their 


IQ | ) 
their Miniſters to be ordair'd by the Elders, with Prayer, 
and Impoſition of Hands, in the Congregation. And in their 
14 Article they teach, that the Power of the Reys or Diſci- 
pline is lodg'd in the Miniſters of the Church. 

The Aug:burg Confeſſion, in their Article de poteſtate 


Eccle/ie, allows no other Power to Biſhops or Miniſters bur 


that of Preaching the Word, Adminiſtring the Sacraments, 


and cenſuring Offenders; and if they exerciſe any Power 
about Civil Cauſes, they declare that to be Human and not 
of Divine Authority, and therefore adviſe Church- men not 
to meddle with the Province of others. 

The irtemberg Confeſſion is ſo far from approving Bi- 
ſhops as 4 Superior Order to that of Presbyrers, that in 
their Article de Ordine, They quote St. Jerome in his above. 
mention d Commentary on Titus, where he lays, A Biſhop 
and a Presbyter are the ſame. Whence they ſay tis manifeſt, 
that except a Presbyter be inſtituted in the Church for the 
Function of Preaching, he can neither Juſtly take upon him 
the Name of Presbyter or Biſhop. 

We hare alſo the Senſe of the 'WWalachrian Churches in 
Zealand, and that of all the Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands, concerning our Engliſh Epiſcopacy thus, 
We reject alſo that National and Provincial Form of a 
5 Church, introduc'd by Men, in which many Churches are 
© united and ſubjected to a Cathedral Church, and depend 
upon one vifible Paſtor, who is Paſtor and Lord of all o- 
* ther Paſtors, and inferior particular Churches, wherein 
* the inferior Churches injoy God's Holy Ordinances and Ec- 
* clefiaſtical Power by Derivation and Commiſſion, from 
the Power and Juriſdiction of that Cathedral Chuuch, or 
* that National or Provincial Paſtor and Biſhop : Fcr theſe 
* are the Inventions of Antichriſt, which bring Tyranny 
* into the Church, and overthrow the Power gras ted by 
© God to the Churches and Paſtors. 


This we find in their Book, intituled, A Conſidera tion of 


certain Controverſies, at this time eitated in the K ingdom 


of England, concerning the Government of the Churi b, ſeat 
from the Churches of Walachria 0 the Synod at 1 ondon. 


Dated from Midelburg in Zealand the x6rh of (ober 


1644. N. S. A nother | 


— 
Another Point of Government debated betwixt us and 
our Brethren of the Church of Exgland, is the Office of 
thoſe called Ruling or Lay Elders. As to which we have 
the Judgment of the Po/z/þ jhurches, in the Polorre Con- 


ſenſus, contain'd in the Harmony of Confeſſions, thus, 


* That there ought to be at leaſt in every Diſtrict, two or 
three Elders of the Nobility and Gentry, choſen by the 
* free Suftrage of the Miniſters, and afterwards Inaugura- 


ted by the Super-attendant and Miniſters of the DiſtriQ, 


* Their Office was carefully to obſerve, that the Miniſters 
© delivered True and Orthodox Doctrine with faithfulneſs 
and diligence, and that they liv'd accordingly : In caſe 
© of Error or Scandal they were to reprove the Miniſters, 
and to Suſpend them for any enormous Crime, with the 
Conſent of the Super-attendanr, til: the next Synod. They 
* were alſo to attend Synods, and aſſiſt the Super- attendant 
in viſiting the Churches; they were likewiſe to take care 
of the Revenues of the Church, and that Miniſters ſhoald 
have neceſſiry Maintenance and convenient Habitations, 
and protect them from Injuries; they were alſo to ſee 
* the Canons of Sy nods put in execution, and to agree Dif- 
© ferences among the Brethren, and to continue from 
' 8 to Synod, or longer, as the Synod thought 
& t. | 

"Tis obvious to every Man, that thofe Elders are much 
the ſame with ſuch as are choſen to aſſiſt in the General 
Aſſemblies of the Church of Scotland. 

Then as to the Elders of particular Congregations, we 
have the Opinion of thoſe Churches, thus: They were to re- 


* 


— 


ſtrain Diſorders and Differences, and to determine Con- 
troverſies among the Brethren, for nouriſhing Peace and 


Charity among them, and as much as in them lay to hin- 
der their going to Law; but if that could not be avoided, 
they were to aſſiſt the Brethren, and eſpecially the poor-- - 
er ſort, and Orphans, ſo as the Suir might be manag'd 
without giving Offence to the Church. They were alſo to 
obſerve the Converſation of the Brethren at Home, that 
they might behave themſelves according to their Chriſtian 


Vocation ; and ſuch as were faulty, if they continu'd ob- 
| TE. C2 ſtinate, 


„ i OE. Cope 1 | | | 
uinate, atter one or two Admoriugns, they were to delate 
them to the Minifter, that the Cenſure of ine Church 
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might paſs upon them. Which is much the ſame with the 
Parochial Elders in the Church of Scotland. We find alſo 
in the Poloniæ Conſenſus, that thoſe of the Bohemian and 
Augsburg Confeffions in Poland, had ſuch Elders as above- 
mention'd. And 'it is very well known, the Proteſtant 
Churches of France, Geneva; Stuiſſerland, Germany, and the 
Netherlands, have ſuch Elders. | | 
Here tis proper to obſerve, that St Ambroſe, in his Com- 


wards the Church, had Elders, wichout whoſe Advice no- 
thing was done in the Church; but by what Neglect they 


YE Ss EE. 


neſs, or rather by the Pride of the Teachers, while they 

alone would ſeem to be all. be 
As to the Ceremonies in difference betwixt us and the 

Church of Exgland, tis well known that the Churches laſt 


mention'd have none of them: And it was the receiv'd 
Judgment of all the Proteſtant Churches, That Rites and 


Ceremonies ſhould be left at Liberty; but they abſolutely 
rejected ſuch as were equaliz'd or preferr'd to the Divine 


Precepts. And the Bohemians in the 15th Article of their 


Confeſſion ſay, They only retain ſuch Rites and Traditions as 
promoted Faith, the Worſhip of God, and nouriſh'd Peace 
and Concord among the People; but did not think the ſame 
Rites and Ceremonies neceſſary in all Churches, but ſevere- 
ly condemn ſuch an Impoſition of *em as might hinder the 
Perfolmance of more weighty Things : Nor did they think 
they ſhould be a Cauſe of Chriſtians hating and contemning 
one another, And we find the Rites us'd among them 
ye only the obſerving of ſome Holy Days and 
aſts. © 

The French Confeſſion, in their 33d Article ſays, They 
exclude all human Traditions and Laws, which under Pre- 
tence of the Worſhip of God, are impos'd to ſtraiten Peo- 
ples Conſciences, and admit only ſuch as ferv'd to nouriſh 
Concord, and retain People in due Obedience. 


The 


mentary on 1 Tim. 5. ſays, The Synagogue, and after- 


were laid aſide I know nor, except it were by the Lazi- : 


(13) 

The Belgick Confeſſion in their 32 Articles fays, We reject 
ali Humane Inventions, and all Laws introduced into the 
7 Worſhip of God, to ſtraiten or enſnare the Conſcience, and 
$1 retain only ſuch js are fit to nouriſh Concord, and to re- 
$ tain People in Obedience to God. 

0 The Confeſſion of Caenger in Poland, Prop. 47. and 48. 
5 approves only ſuch honeſt and pious Rites, as agree with the 
| Word of God, and promote his Glory and the Edification of 
the Church. And ſince in the Old and New Teſtament the 
Mode of Miniſters Apparel for common uſe is not circum- 


Pl . {crib'd or limited, they ſay tis fooliſh and impious to make 
20 thoſe whom God has appointed Heirs and Lords of all Crea. 
3 tures, Servants to ſuperſtitious Garments, Meats and 
3 | Drinks. 92 5 | 


Rene” 


The Augsburg Confeſſion in their Article de poteſtate Eccle- 
fraſticadeclares againſt the Power of Biſhops to introduce new 
Modes of Worſhip, or Ceremonies and Laws concerning 


2 | Meats, Holy-days, and Orders or Degrees of Miniſters. And 
charge the contrary Opinion with occafioning ſuch an increaſe 

* *of Traditions, Holy-days, Ceremonies, Cc. as oppreſt the 

N Doctrine and Righteouſneſs of Faith. | 

_ The Saxon Confeſſion in the 2oth Article concerning Tra- 
E ditions and Rites appointed in the Church by Humane Autho- 

* | rity, declare againſt the Power aſſum'd by Biſhops to inſti- 

p teute new Modes of Worſhip, to oblige Mens Conſciences, 


and againſt the Opinion of the Neceſſity of ſuch Ceremo- 
= nies which burdened Mens Conſciences and the Churches. 

1 The W#irtemberg Confeſſion in their Article concerning 
= ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies, declare againft ſuch as are 


1 brought in to ſhadow forth the Truth already reveal'd by 

Y the Goſpel; ſuch as lighting Wax-candles, ro fignifie the 
Light of the Goſpel, or uſing Croſſes to ſignifie the Victory 

== of Chriſt by the Croſs. | 

* The Churches of Poland in their Conciliatio Articuli de 


9 Cana Domini, &c. in the Harmony of Confeſlions, left Rites 
1 and Ceremonies at liberty, and ſay, It was not material 
what Rites were obſerv'd, ſo that the Doctrine it ſelf, the 
Foundation of our Faith and Salvation, remain d pure and 
uncorrupted; and therefore they left thoſe of the Bohemian, 


Aug . 


©, 
Augeburg and Helvetick Confeſſions in their Dominions to 

their own Rites and Modes of Worſhip: And in the 6th 
Act of the Synod of Cracow, upon the Queſtion, Whether 
the Ceremonies at the Lord's-Supper ſhould be uniform in 
All their Churches, they concluded that Ceremonies ſhould 
be left at liberty, according to the Cuſtom of the Primi- 


tive Church. However they advisd their Brethren, who 
fat at the Lord's-Table, that they ſhould leave that Ceremo- 


ny to the Arian Anabaptiſts, becauſe they denyd the Lord 


that bought them, and plac'd themſelves upon the ſame Throne 
with him; but they own'd the thing to be lawful in it ſelf, 
and ordered that the Supper ſhould be adminiſtred in their 
Churches to the People ſtanding or kneeling, but with a 
Proteſtation againſt the Altar-Worſhip of the Papiſts. Tho? 
this proceeded from their commendable Zeal againſt the 4- 
rians, they themſelves give a ſufficient Anſwer to the Ob. 
jection, fince they might as well have takenf it fitting, with 
a Proteſtation againſt the Arian Impiety, as they took it 
kneeling with = Proteſtarion againſt the Popiſh Idolatry; 
but however that is, it rather makes againſt the impoſing of 
it by our Brethren of the Church of England, ſince they 
know we ſcruple it, leſt we ſhould be thought ro ſymbolize 
with idolatrous Papiſts in their Worfhip. And indeed con- 
ſidering that the Church of Eygland in her 34th Article de- 
clares, That any particular or National Church has Power 
to change or abrogate Eccleſiaſtical Rites or Ceremonies, ap- 
pointed only by Humane Authority; it's ſtrange that ſhe 
ſhould not, for the ſake of ſo numerous a Body as the Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters, have abrogated the Ceremonies in Controver- 
fie betwixt us, and eſpecially fince the Generaliry of thoſe 
Diſſenters declare, That they cannot in Conſcience comply 
with any thing appointed as a term of ſtated Communion, 

which is not warranted by the Word of God. 
And it is really as ſtrange that ſubmitting to the Engliſh 
Prelacy ſhould have been kept up as a Wall of Partition, to 
keep the Diſſenters from Miniſterial Communion with. the 
Church of England, fince that Church did approve the Hel- 
vetick Confeſſion that ſo poſitively aſſerts an Equality of 
Power and Function between Biſhops and Presbyters, which 
jj is 


* 
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is known alſo to have been the Opinion of her greateſt re- 
forming Biſhops oo TO. 
We ſhall only add concerning Rites and Ceremonies, the 
Opinion of the Bz/2:c& Churches in their Chapter about ſer 
Forms from their Book above-mention'd, intitul'd, A Conſi. 
| geration of certain Controverſies, Kc. wherein they expreſs 
themſelves thus. EE E | 


We rejeQ ſuch Forms of Prayer, and Adminiſtration of 
* Sacraments, c. which, for the Matter of them, are vi- 
tious; for we may not in Prayers, and other Parts of the 
* publick Worſhip of God, propound any thing unlawful, 
* impertinent, and unfitting, which ſavoureth of Superſti- 
tion, Idolatry, or Hereſie, or Carnal Prophaneneſs, and 
Pomp of the World, and which introduceth a Commu- 
nion with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs. And for 

* this Cauſe we reject the Ceremonies and Forms of publick 
© VVorthip introduc'd in the Church of England, in theſe 
* laſt corrupt times by the Hierarchical Biſhops ; as which, be- 
ing ſuperſtitious and idolatrous, did deface the Church and 
* VVorſhip of God, and obſcure the Brightneſs and Beauty 
of a Glorious Reformation; and a Church which takes 
up ſuperſticious and idolatrous Ceremonies, partakes in Su- 
* perſtition and Idolatry. | 


ev 


Having thus exhibited the Judgment of the Foreign Pro- 
teſtant Churches in general, as to the things in Controver- 
verfie betwixt us and the Church of Exgland, we ſhall 
now give the Judgment of the Church of Geneva in parti- 
cular upon that Subject, when the Eng/h Diſſenters, to 
whom they wrote, labour'd under a grievous Perſecution, 
and were far from being in a Condition to dazzle their 
Eyes with Temporal Grandeur, or to gain their Approbati- 
ons by any other Worldly ReſpeAs ; and as we doubt not 
but the preſent Church of Geneva will grant that their Pre- 
deceſſors here quoted, were Men whoſe Judgment deſerve as 
much Regard as their own, ſo we wiſh they had taken the 
ſame Precautions in delivering their Judgment, that their fa- 
mous Reformers did in delivering theirs, and not m - 
forded 


( 16 ) 
forded a Handle to oor common Adverſaries to inftilt over 
the Britiſh Presbyterians, who have given ſufficient Evidence 
to the World by their Sufferings, that they are ſuch by 
Principles deduc'd from the ſame Texts of Scripture, upon 
which the Geneva Reformers, the French, Helvetick, and 
other Churches above-mention'd, declard themſelves alfo 
Presbyterians, and not upon Humane Authority, or a Proſ- 
pe& of Temporal Intereſt, with which their Diſſent from 
the Church of England is known to be inconfiſtent. 
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1 Miniſters of _ 


:T0 C ERTAl N 
| Brethren of the Church of E ngland, 


CONCERNIN G SOME 


Controversiss in their Ec- 
cleſiaſtical PI iM. 


2H Eing very earneſtly and frequently requeſted by ſome of 
B our dear Brethren in England, that we would in their 
Calamitous State, give them our Advice for the Eaſe 

of their Conſciences. We defer'd ſatisfying their Re- 
2 a long time for weighty Reaſons, and aſſute the Rea- 
ers, that we ſhould be glad till to have kept Silence, could 


| | wein Conſcience have el the Suit of our Brethren,which 
they 
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forded a Handle to our common Adverſaries to infult over 
the Britiſh Presbyterians, who have given ſufficient Evidence 
to the World by their Sufferings, that they are ſuch by 
Principles deduc'd from the ſame Texts of Scripture, upon 
which the Geneva Reformers, the French, Helvetick, and 
other Churches above-mention'd, declard themſelves alſo 


Presbyterians, and not upon Humane Authority, or a Prof- 


pect of Temporal Intereſt, with which their Diſſent from 
the Church of England is known to be inconfiſtent. 
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Miniſters of Geneva 


T O C E R T A 1 N 
Brethren of the Church of Z acking; 


CONCERNIN G SOME 


Controvers1es in their Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Paricy, 


our dear Brethren in England, that we would in their 
Calamitous State, give them our Advice for the Eaſe 

of their Conſciences. We defer'd ſatisfying their Re- 

mo a long time for weighty Reaſons, and affure the Rea- 
ers, that we ſhould be glad till to have kept Silence, could 


wein Conſcience have rejected _ Suit of our Brethren,which 
tney 


: B very earneſtly and frequently requeſted by ſome of 
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they have ſo often inforcd, and repeated with moſt grievous 
Complaints. 

The Cauſes of our ſo long Silence were, as on the one 
part, we had no manner of Doubr of our Brethren” $ Veracit 
but that they had fincerely given us the true State of the 
Caſe ; ſo on the other part we thought it hard for us to 
ſuſpect, and much more to perſwade our felves, that ſuch 
Perſons as Biſhops could do things ſo much out of the way 
of their Office, 

Further, what are we int we ſhou'd determine ſuch 
Cauſes ?- For allowigs ere lawful fo 1 either by 7 8 
thorfty or by the C eK Requeſt eicher Pay 
pronsunce Sentence in this ontroverſy, g were v Un. 
jult for us to determine It, if either of the Parties be Abſenc, 
ot not heard, 

in the laſt place, wwe were afraid, leſt by our Counſel, 
how Honeſt ſoever it may be in it ſelf, this Wound might 
he rather fretred han heal'd ; for it ſeems to be of fuch a 
deſperate Nature, that Prayers and Patience ate the only 
proper Salve for it. 

Since then, by the repeated defires of our Brethren, we 
have been, with ſo much difficulty, prevail'd upon to give 
them fo ſome ſort of Advice: We do hereby proteſt, that 

d piveIt as it may no wiſe prefudice. -the Other Party; 3 
and much leſs as if we challeng'd to our ſelves a Power to be 
ſudges over any Man. Therefore we deſire, in the Name of 
the Lord, all thoſe into whoſe Hands theſe Preſents may 
come. not to be offended at it, but to aſſure themſelves, 
that what we wfite is done with Simplieity and Faithful 
neſs, as the Caſs is ſtated to is, that the Conſciences of our 
Brethren who defire ft, may be thereby trade more eaſy; 
tor altogether to reſect their Requelt, wou'd have! in us been 
a Breach of Charity. 

Therefore taking the Cafe to be ſo as it is ſtated to us, 
we do with all plainneſs and honeſty Blve our © Judgaſdat in 
theſe Queſtions as follows. 

Firſt, tis demanded of us, Whether wwe can approve this 
Diſorder, in calling Men to the Funclion of the Miniſtry, viz, 
That the Mulritude * 82 oho ſue ot Orders ſhall be _ | 


ca © 
roll in ube Mmiſtiy, ba wirhoum the Conſent of Elders. 
amd appormting a certain Cure to thim; and that upon a ſigbt 
Examination of therr Lives and Behaviour, the Biſhop at plea- 
fare ſhall give them Liberty to Preach the Mord of Gd for a 
time preſecrit.d,or at hertoiſe only torehearſe the Church Service. 
We anſirer, that ſuch a way of calling Miniſters, whe- 
ther we conſult rhe Word of God or the beſt approv'd Ca- 
nons of the Church, is by us eſteem'd to be altogether un- 
lawful ; though at the ſame time we know that half a 
Loaf is better than no Bread. But we beſeech God, from 
the bottom of our Hearts, to beſtow upon the Kingdom ot 
 E#Enmgland, a lawtul and ordinary way of Calling Men to the 
Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments; for it that be ob- 
ſtructed or hindred, the Benefit of the Doctrine of Truth 
muſt oi Neceflity vaniſh in a little time, vr elſe be main- 
tain'd by ſome ſtrange and ſupernatural Means. 
We do further, in God's moſt holy Name, make it our 
humble Requeſt ro the Queens Majeſty, that with Her 
whole Heart, She may endeavour a Reformation in this 
Matter, wherein the Fundamental Security of the Church 
and State of England does conſiſt. | 
We do alſo with Tears, beſeech thoſe great Men, who 
are of Her Majeſties Privy-Council, and thoſe, who with- 
out doubt have, by the ſpecial Mercy of the Great and 
Good God, ſucceeded to the Popiſh Biſhops, that from the 
ſame Place, whence overthrow and deſtruction did iflue, 
they would utterly deſtroy that Tyranny which hath thus 
overturn'd the Church of Chriſt. And we crave of them, 
in the awful Name of God, before whoſe dreadful Throne 
of Judgment we mult all ſtand, that with all Conſideration 
and Remembrance of the Years paſt, and in the Conſcience 
of what belongs to their Duty and Charge, they would de- 
vote and apply their Diligence, in find ing out Means to ac- 
compliſh this Thing, and in perſwading Her Majeſty to a 
gree unto it: And we hope they will not give over till this 
be -accompliſh'd,. fince God has beſtow'd upon them ſuch 
an extraordinary Miſtreſs. and: Soveraign, from whom they 
cCmnot but Hope for all Excellent and Princely Things; un- 
leſs they be wanting to their dun C aus. 
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But ſome will ask, How ſhall we do in the Matter till 
then? In truth, if the Caſe were ours, we would not ac- 
cept the Function of the Miniſtry upon thoſe Conditions, 
if it were profer'd to us, and much leſs would we ſue for 
it. Yet we exhort thoſe Men, to whom God hath - given 
Entrance by this way, to the Inlarging the Glory of his 
Kingdom, that in the Fear of God they abide in it with 
Courage; bur on this Condition, that it may be lawful for 
them to exerciſe their whole Miniſtry in a Holy and Religi- 
ous manner ; and that they may alſo propoſe and preſs 
thoſe things in their Cures which belong to the Advance- 
ment of its better State. But if otherwiſe they be depri- 
ved of this Liberty, and ſo requir'd to connive at manifeſt 
Abuſes, as to approve thoſe things which ought certainly 
to be redreſs'd. We can adviſe them to nothing, but to 
retire to a private Life, rather than againſt Conſcience, to 
nouriſh a Miſchief which neceſſarily carries with it the De- 
cay of all the Congregation, Yet we hope that the Queens 
_ Majeſty, and ſo many Honourable and Good Men, will uſe 
their Diligence in ſuch fort, that Liberty may rather be 
- granted to the Conſciences of ſo many Godly and Learned 
Brethren, than that theſe horrible Miſchiefs ſhould inſue, 
Viz. That the Paſtors of the Flocks ſhou'd be conſtrain'd, 
either againſt their Conſciences, to do that which is Evil, 
and fo be chain'd to other Mens Sins, or to reſign their 
Miniſtry ; for the third Neceſſity that will inſue this, vis. 
That they ſhould exerciſe their Miniſtry againſt the Will of 
the Prince and Biſhop ; we tremble to think of ir, for Rea- 
2 ſo obvious, that there is need for us to expreſs 
them. 5 . 

2. We are alſo defir'd to anſwer plainly and truly, Whe- 
ther we allow the Diſtindtion appointed, in wearing Copes and 
Garments, as well for common Uſe, as for the Miniſtry. 
We do therefore directly anſwer, that the Caſe being as 
we underſtand it, the Authors of this Diſtinction deſerve 
very ill of the Church, and ſhall anſwer it at the dreadful 
Bar of Chriſt's Tribunal, for tho* we think that order in 
Politicks, by which not only Citizens, but the Degrees of 
Functions are noted and diſtinguiſh'd, is not — * be 
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difeommended ; yet we do not think that every Mark or 
Note of Diſtinction is ſtraight way to be us'd. For put the 
Caſe, that the Miniſter were commanded to wear a Fools 
Py'd Coat, or the Garment of Vice made uſe of in a Play, 
would it not be a manifeſt Contempt and Derifion of the 
Miniſtry ? Vet in truth thoſe who uſe thoſe other Garments, 
and the Apparel commanded, ſeem to do worfe than ſo, be- 
cauſe God hath not only expos'd this Prieſt-like Apparel to be 
laught at as fooliſh by many of the Papiſts themſelves, bur 
tis alſo certain that it is polluted and defiled with infinite Su- 
perſtitions, We know ſome Men will plead its Antiquity, 
we deny not that it is old, yet the Apoſtolical Simplicity in 
which the Church did flouriſh, is certainly more ancient than 
this. And to thoſe who dive further into thoſe Matters *cwill 
appear plain enough, that thoſe things which did after- 
wards ſerve for Notes and Marks of the Miniſtry, were ar 
firſt common and uſual among the People, whence then does 
it come to paſs that things being alter'd ſo long a Seaſon, 
that this ſtrange and foreign Habit ſhould be retain'd. 
Does it not proceed from a bad and unprofitable Zeal ? 
But ſome will ſay, theſe things are indifferent. We grant 
indeed they are ſo, if conſider'd ſimply in their own Nature, 
and ſeparate from all other Circumſtances; but who is it 
that does ſo conſider them, for thoſe who are ſtill Papiſts, 
whatever the Law may pretend that enjoins them, are thereby 
confirm'd in their Superſtition, with which they are fo 
much overgrown, and thoſe who fo zealouſly abhor Super- 
{tition, as to deteſt all Monuments and Relicts of it, are 
thereby offended and wounded ; and for thoſe who are fur- 
ther and better learn'd, what Profit and Fruit do they reap 
by it. „ 
pe Is this Difference and Mark of diſtinct Fun&i- 
ons of ſuch importance, that the Conſciences of ſo many 
People ſhould be diſquieted with it, eſpecially fince the Rea- 
ſon and Purpoſe of it newly ſet a foot, is taken even from 
thoſe that are the manifeſt and ſworn Enemies of ſound 
Doctrine? What's the meaning of it, that thoſe who 
are ſaid to be Eccleſiaſtically brought up, and are not the 
leaſt part of the Miniſtry, are ſaid ſtill to have my in 
. £ | cr a 
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their Breaſts? Are they like to have ptofited more by re- 
ſtoring this Habit, or do not they rather lift up their Cel | 
in hopes of having Popery reſtor d? If any object the Cir- 
cumciting of 1:morby, and other ſuch Inſtances, we pray 
them earneſtly to confider what Paul would have ſaid, it 
any would have made a Law, That every Miniſter of the 
| Goſpel ſhall be conſtrain'd to wear the Garments of Phari. 
' ſees, or to preach and adminiſter the Sacraments, and cir - 
 cumciſe their Children in the Apparel of prophane Prietts ; 
notwithſtanding ſomeColour of Reaton might be alledg'd for 
ſuch a Law, to what end are theſe things brought in; for 
however at fiſt they might be tolerated till they could 
be gradually taken away, yet being once remov'd out of 
the Churches, we dont ſee with what Conveniency they can 
again be reſtor'd to poſſeſſion: Therefore we muſt repeat 
what we ſaid before, that we cannot allow this Device, nor 
hope for any good from it, but ſhall be glad to ſubmit if 
better Reaſons be offered us. 5 

What, then will the Brethren ſay on whom theſe Things 
are impos d, Do you judge we are to do in the Matter? 
We anſwer, That here we muſt diſtinguiſh, for the Caſe of 
the Miniſters, and the Caſe of the People is not the ſame; 
and further, many things may, nay, and ought to be born 
and tolerated, which are not however juſtly commanded. 
1. Therefore we anſwer, That tho' we judge thoſe things 
not to be rightly reltor'd to their Poſſeſſions and Congrega- 
tions, yet ſince they are not in their own Nature impious 
and ungodly, we do not think them of ſuch weight, that the 
| Paſtors ſhould rather give over their Functions than receive 
the Apparel, or that the Flocks ſhould refuſe the publick 
Food of their Souls, rather than receive the ſame from 
Shepherds ſo apparel'd; only that the Shepherds as well as 
their Flocks may not fin againſt their Conſciences, and on 
condition that the Purity of Doctrine it ſelf remain un- 
touched: We do perſwade the Miniſters, that after they 
have both before the Queen and the Biſhops, eas'd their own 
Conſciences by a modeſt Proteſtation, as becomes Chriſtians, 
who do not ſeek after Sedition and Tumult, and yet with that 
Gravity which the Importance of the Cauſe requires, they do 

openly 
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apsnly in their Patiſhes {till infiſt upon thoſe things that 
may ſerve to the utter removing of this Stumbling Block, 
and that as God gives them occaſion, they apply themſelves 
to correct thoſe Abuſes with Wiſdom and Meekneſs, but yet 
rather to bear thoſe things which they cannot immediately 
change, rather than by forſaking their Congregations give 
Satan opportunity to ſtir up greater and more dangerous 
Miſchiefs, 77 | 

As to the People, ſo long as the Doctrine remains ſound, 
we do exhort them, notwithſtanding all thoſe things, dili- 
gently to hear the dame, to uſe the Sacraments religiouſly, 
and to cry unto God after a ſerious Amendment of Lite, un- 


til they obtain from him a full Reformation and Amendment 


of the Church. . 

But if Miniſters be commanded, not only to tolerate, but 
alſo to allow thoſe things as lawful by their Subſcriptions, 
or elſe by their ſilence to encourage ſuch things; all that we 
can adviſe them to is, that after having witneſs'd their In- 
nocency, and try d all means in the Fear of the Lord, they 
ſhould lay down their Functions, becauſe of this open In- 

juſtice; but we hope for better things from England than 
thoſe Extremities. - 

. 3dly. *Tis demanded of us, What we judge of the trol. 
ling and diſcanning of the Pſalms, croffing of Babes that are 
tobe haptis d; of the Demands in Baptiſm, of the round un- 
leavened Wafer-cake, and of kneeling at the Lord's Supper. 
We anſwer, That kind of ſinging ſeems to be the Corruption 
of the pure ancient Service, by which the Church did glo- 
Tifie God, And for croſſing of Babes, whatever the Practice 


was in ancient times, yet tis moſt certain that in theie days 


tr is ſo abominable by the freſh Memory of the ſuperſtitious 

Uſe of it, that we judge thoſe Men to have certainly done 
well, who have baniſh'd that Rite out of the Church, ſince 
we do not know it to be of any profit. For the Demands 
in Baptiim, we doubt not but they crept into the Church by 
the Negligence of the Biſhops, who ſuffered the ſame Form 
to be made uſe of in baptizinng of Infants, that was us'd 
at the firſt laying the Foundation of the Primitive Church 
in baptizing of Adult Perſons : This we may alſo * 
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. 
by many ſuch things till in uſe in the Popiſh way of Baptiſm. 
Wherefore, as the Cream and Charm us'd in Baptiſm, are 
by God's Laws aboliſh'd, tho' they were very ancient, in 
like manner we wiſh thoſe Demands, which are both vain 
and fooliſh, ſhould alſo be laid aſide, tho* St. Auguſtine 
ſeems to approve it in one of his Epiſtles by a forc'd Con- 
Aruction. | . ODEs DUE > 

The Bread, Whether it he made with or without Lea- 
ven, we think not worth contending for, tho' we Judge it 


more agreeable to Chriſt's Inſtitution to have the ſame Bread 


at the Communion which is us'd at the common Table; for 
our Lord us'd unleaven'd Bread, becauſe at that time, where- 
in he thought fit to inſtitute his Holy Supper, not one Man 
in ey usd any other: Therefore we muſt either reſtore 
the Jewiſh Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, or elſe it muſt be al- 
low'd, that it's better to uſe the Bread commonly made uſe 
of at Table, according to our Saviour's Example, tho' the 
Bread that he then took was unleavened. For the Practice 
of the Primitive Church, which the Greek Church does {till 
retain in this Matter, we pals it over in filence. 
Kneeling at the very time of receiving the Sacrament, 
has, in it, a ſhew of Godly and Chriſtian Reverence, and 
might therefore be profitably us'd in ancient times; but be- 
cauſe from this Fountain iſſued the deteſtable Uſe of Bread 
worſhip, which {till is impreſs'd in many Peoples Minds, 
we judge it to have been very juſtly abolifh'd by the Church: 
Therefore we beſeech the moſt great and good God, to in- 
ſtruct the Queens Mijeſty and Biſhops in ſuch Methods, as 


may be molt neceſſiry for the perfect doing away of all thoſe 


Dregs at once. In the mean time, becauſe thoſe things are 
are not in their own Nature idolatrous, it is our Opinion, 
that they ought to be ſo dealt with, as we advisd in the 
things immediately preceed ing. 
1h. It is demanded of us, Hhether we do allow that Bap- 

t1ſm which is adminiſtred by Midiives. 
We anſwer, That we not only difallow that Baptiſm as 
we did the reſt of the things before-mention'd, but we judge 
it alſo intolerable, for it proceeded from the Ignorance of the 
very uſe of Baptiſm, and of the publick Miniſtry = - 
| .hurch. 
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we do therefore judge that Miniſters are oblig'd ſharply to 
rebuke this Abuſe, and by no means to look upon this falſe 
Baptiſm to be good and firm. The Reaſons why, have been 
frequent declar'd by the Learned on our fide, and we are alſo 
ready to declare them. b. | 

5th. It is alſo reported to us, That the Keys of binding 
and looſing are made uſe of in certain of the Biſhops Courts, 
neither by the Sentence and Fudgment of the Elders, which 
that Church hath not yet receiv'd, nor according to the Word 
of God: But by the Authority of certain Lawyers, and ſuch 
like Perſons ; nay, more frequently by the Authority of one 
only Man, and that alfo for ſuch kind of Aclions as relate on- 
ly ro Money, juſt as was prattixd in the time of Pope 
Lal . 


” We anſwer, That to us it is almoſt incredible that any 
ſuch perverſe Cuſtomsand Examples ſhould be us'd in that 
Kingdom, where they have the Purity and Soundneſs of Do- 
Crrine. For the right of excommunicating and binding Of- 
fenders, will never be found to have been in the Power of 
any one Perſon, but. belongs to the whole Elderſhip, and 
from which, even the People, were not raſhly excluded. 
This Cuſtom of hearing Suits, after the manner of Law- 
yers, proceeded from Contentions about Livings, which fell 
to the Biſhop's Charge through the Corruption of Times. 
For that place, where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Days men and 
Umpires, as at Corinth, is nothing to the purpoſe where the 
the Magiſtrate is a Chriſtian. It was never the Apoſtle's 
Deſign to burden the Elderſhip with hearing ſuch Cauſes as 
were meerly Civil. It's true indeed, that in the ancient 
times of the Church, Biſhops have had the Determination of 
ſuch Controverſies, not for any Authority they had ſo to do, 
but becauſe of the importunity of the Suiters, and then alſo 
they determined them only as Umpires and Days-men ; and 
even among thoſe Biſhops, to whom this Reſpect was ſhew'd, 
they did govern themſelves with greateſt Prudence that choſe 
rather to follow our Saviour's Example, who refuſed to be a 
Judge in dividing the Father's Eſtate betwzzn rwo Brothers, 
or in determining a Caſe of Adulterr, though both were pro- 


pos'd to him. N | 
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Therefore if any thing contrary to this be done in Eng- 
land, we are not to think that a Man is more bound before 
God, by any ſuch Sentences and Judgments, than by Popiſh 
Excommunications; and us that that Court for tor- 
menting Conſciences, and which is ſo loathſome a profanation 
of Eccleſiaſtical and Spiritual Juriſdi ion, might be imme- 
diately aboliſh'd by Her Majeſty, as well as the Corruption in 
Doctrine. And that Elders and Deacons may be reſtor'd 

and ſet up according to the Word of God, and Canons of 
the pure Church, which if it be not done, we are very 
much afraid, that this thing alone will be the beginning of 
many Calamities, which we pray God to avert : For 'tis 
moſt certain, that the Son of God will one Day from Hea- 
ven ſeverely Revenge thoſe manifeſt Abuſes, with which 
the Conſciences of our Brethren are perplex'd, except they 
be ſpeedily redreſt. Ne 


In the mean time, what is not well done by one Party, 
may, as we think, be well enough tolerated by the other 
Party, who are eblig'd to bear what they cannot change: 
Let ſo as they do not allow the things themfelves to be 
Good, but only redeem themſelves from unjuſt Trouble by 
Patience. But if they mult be forc'd not only to tolerate 
theſe things, but alſo to approve this way of Excommu- 
nication as lawful, and conftrain'd to demand unlawtul 
Abſolution, and to Aſſent to this manifeſt Abuſe: We ex- 
hort them rather to ſuffer whatever may be inflicted upon 
them, than to act in this Matter againſt their Conſciences, 
But to whatend is all this, for we promiſe our ſelves much 
better ti gs than theſe ; nay, even the beſt of Things of 
that Realm, in which the reftoring of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion has been Szald and Corirm'd with the Blood of fo 
many excellent Martyrs. Only ve fear what hath befallen 
many other Countries may alſo happen to England, to wit, 
that becauſe Fruits meet for Repentance are not brought 
forth, an angry God ſhould double their Darkneſs, and 
take the Light of the Goſpel from them. This is the De- 


then 


C2 | 
ſign of our daily Sermons, and we think it ought to be 
that of all other Miniſters; eſpecially at this time, that 
they chiefly advance this Principle of the Goſpel, which re- 
lates to earneſt Amendment of Life : For "this being at. 
tain'd to, undoubtedly the Lord ſhall give both Counſel 
and Zeal, and all things elſe which are neceſſary to per- 
fe the Reformation of the Church already begun. 
And above all, we Requeſt, and humbly beg with Tears, 
that our Good and Reverend Brethren of the Engliſh Church- 
es, ſetting aſide all bitterneſs of Mind, which we verily 
fear hath had a Hand in this Matter on both fides, would 
particularly bear and ſuffer each other, fo log as the Pu- 
rity cf Chriſtian Doctrine, and ſoundneſs of Conſcience 
does remain, willing to obey the Queen's Majelty, who is 
full of Compaſhon, and all other Pielates. And finally, 
that with all Concord of Minds in the Lord, they manfully 
ſer themſelves againſt Satzn, who ſeeks all occaſion of Tu- 
wults and infinite Calamities, yea, although they have not 
the like Judgment of all foits of Prelates at firſt. God is 
our Wirneſs, that the Deſign of this our Writing is not, 
that either Party ſhould uſe ir againſt the other; for we 
don't ſend it you as an Applz of Contention, but have de- 
clar'd our Judgment fimply in theſe Matters, as upon a ſup- 
pos'd Cale, being overcome with the continued Requeſts of 
our Brethren, And we join our Prayers daily to thoſe of 
the Godly on that fide the Sea, that it may pleaſe the moſt 
mercityui God, out of his Compaſſion to Man's Frailty, to 
dirt the Q;.-cns Highneſs, the Nobles of England, the 
Flates, and very Workman of this Spiritual Building, 
- a his h Spirit moſt effectually, ſo as the Work of the 
: ard fo fag nently begun and ſo frequently ſtop'd, may be 
appily ſet forward, to the great Quiet and Concord of all 
Men, that not only the old Corruption, but alſo all the 
Monltrouirfs of Errors, which Satan ſecks a new to bring 
into the Church again, may at length be utterly driven 
away. Which we pray God, the moſt loving Father of the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, his Eternal and Conſubſtantial Son, to 
bring to paſs, through his Holy 8 in which Three = 
>. ſons. 
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| ſons, we profeſs one 5 and not divers, ought to be 


Worſhipped for ever. Amen. 


At Geneva, Olober 24. 1564. 


' Your Brethren in Chriſt Oc. 


Theodorus Beza, N 
Fo, Gaiagnæzius. 
Ge. Favergius. 

Jo. Parnilius. 
Sim. Golerlius, 

Cor. Barlierdus. 
Remundus Calvetus. 
Jo. Tremlerus. 


Car. P. 


Franſc. Portus. 


Kuds Fauerius. 8 3 


Pet. Carpenterus. 


Hen. S. oy 5 
Nicholaus cee . 
Johan. Pinaldus. 
Egid. Cauſcus. 
Urb. Calvetus. 


Abden Dupleus. 
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To the Godly and Learned Mr. John Knox, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Whittingham, hrs Faithful Brethren at Frankford, Oc. 


1 truly grievs me exceedingly, and is a great Shame, 


that Contention ſhould ariſe among Brethren, ba- 
niſh'd and driven out of their Country for the ſame 
Faith; and for a Cauſe, which alone ought to have tied 
you together by a Holy Bond, in this your Diſperſion, 
For what could you do better in this doleful and calami- 
tous State, when drove from your Country by Violence, 
than to procure your ſelves a Church which might Receive 
and Nouriſh you, (being join'd together in one Mind, and 
ſpeaking the ſame Things) in her Motherly Boſom? But 
for ſome Men to contend now about Forms of Prayer and 
| 1 : Ceremonies, 


| 
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| Ceremonies, as if you were in Peace and Proſperity, and to 


make that a Hindrance to your Joining in one Church, is, 
in my Opinion, very unſeaſonable. =. 

I muſt nowirhſtanding, approve the Conſtancy of thoſe 
who contend for a juſt Cauſe, being thereunto forc'd a- 
gainſt their Will. And I do juſtly condemn the Froward- 
neſs of ſuch as hinder and put a ſtop to a holy Care, for re- 
forming the , e , re 

And as 1 behave” my ſelf pentty and tractably in mean 
Things (ſuch as External Ceremonies) fo I dent always 


think it Profitable to yield to the fooliſh Srubborneſs of thoſe, 


who will forſake nothing of their old Cuſtoms. In the Li 
turgy of England, I perceive there were many tolerable I ri 
Hes, by which I mean, it had not that Purity which ought 
to be deſird. Thoſe Faults, ſince they could nor ar firſt be 
amended, yet ſeeing they had nothing of manifeſt Impiety, 
they were for a Seaſon to be tolerated, Therefore it was 
Lawful to begin with ſuch Rudiments or Alphabets, but ſo 
as it bzhoi'd the Learned, Grave, and Godly Miniſters of 
Chriſt, to advarice further, and to publiſh ſomething more 
Polite and Pure. If Religion had flonrifh'd till this Day in 
Ergland, there ought to have been a Form berter Correct- 
ed, and many Things quite taken away. Now when thoſe 
Beg-nnings are overthrown, a Church muſt be ſet up in 
another Place, where you may freely make a new Order, 
ſuch as may be apparently moſt commodious for the Uſe 
and Edification of the Church. I can't tell what thoſe 
People mean, who delight ſo much in the Remainders of 
Popith Dreggs. They love things to which they are ac- 


cuſtomed. But firſt, this Book is both Trifling and Childiſh, 


and in the next place this new Order differs very much from 
a Change. | OT 3 
Therefore, as I would not have you behave your ſelves 
with Fierceneſs to thoſe whoſe Weakneſs will not tufter them 
to aſcend higher, ſo I would advertiſe the others not to pleaſe 
themſelves too much in their Fooliſhneſs; nor by their Fro- 
wardneſs to put a ſtop to the holy Building: And in the 
laſt place, not to ſuffer themſelves ro be carried away by 
Vain Glory: For what Cauſe have they to contend, ex- 
| | cept 


5 () 

cept it be, that they are aſham'd to give place to bettet 
Things. But I ſpeak in Vain to them, who perhaps eſteem 
me not io 1 vouchſafe to admit the Council that 


comes from ſuch a Hand. If they fear an ill Report in 
England, as if they had fallen from that Religion, for 
which they were baniſh'd, they are much deceiv'd ; for 
this true and fincere Religion will rather oblige thoſe who 
remain there, to conſider into what a deep Gulph they have 
fall'n, and their Apoſtacy will more grievouſly Wound 

them, when they perceive {you going forward beyond the 
middle Courſe, from whieh they have turn'd away. Fare- 
wel dearly beloved Brethren, and faithful Servants of Chriſt, 
the Lord Defend and Govern you. | 


From Geneva, Jan. 22. 1555, 
"MM Yours, 


John Calvin. 


The 
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De CONCLUSION. 


O Man can be Ignorant, who knows any thing of 
the Hiſtory of Non-· conformity, that many Things 
have happen'd fince the Publiſhing of thoſe Con- 
feſſions and Letters, that make the Objections of the EAR 
{iſh Diſſenters much ſtronger than they were then; for 
which we refer to Mr. Baxter's Engliſh Nonconformity, 
Mr. Ca/amny'S pieces upon that Head, and to the Hiſtory of 
Non-contormity, publiſh'd in 1704. containing the Debates 
at the Savoy by: Commiſſioners on both ſides, thereunto ap- 
pointed by King Charles the 24's Authority, Had our Bre 
thten of Geneva conſulted thoſe Writings, we have Reaſon 
to think they would have been better advisd, before they 
bad given any thing of a Judgment or Approbation, in Fa- 
vour of our Ad verſaries: But it is our Comfort, that it 
it is not by the Judgment of Man, but by the Judgment of 
God in the Holy Scriptures, that we mutt Stand or Fall; 
yet at the ſame Time, it is no ſmall Satistaction to us, that 
we are encompals'd with ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes as the 
foreign Protcitane Churches here adduc'd, who i:irly deter- 
mine for us, TA: 1 | 
It is not without Regret, thar we find Gur ſelves oblig'd 
to enter into theſe Controverſics at ſuch a Time as this, 
when by the Union betwixt the Nations, the Civich of 
England and Piesbyterian Government are ſeicried by the 
Civil Authority, upon an equal Footing in Suuih and 
North Britain: But being oblig'd, by Apoſtolical Precepr, 
to give an Account of our Faith, when it is thus deivard- 
ed, and when we are in ſo publick a manner provok'd to it, 
we hope no moderate Man will blame us tor it. . 
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